Research Notes

Unemployment Rate by Gender Note: 2019:28
Michael La Rue, Economist March 5, 2019

Unemployment Rates in Nevada are Returning to Historical Levels for Both
Women and Men
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¢ Information from the monthly Current Population Survey (CPS), sponsored by the Census Bureau and the
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) enables the analysis of the unemployment rate by gender in Nevada.

¢ The chart unemployment rate by gender shows the trends for the unemployment rates for women, men, and
the combined total for the state from January 2006 to January 2019. The three unemployment rates trend
very closely except for 2009 to the middle of 2013 when the rate for men went higher.

e During this time the unemployment rate for men peaked at 15.9 percent in July of 2010, and the
unemployment rate for women reached its peak at 12.7 percent in December of 2010. The state also peaked
in December 2010 at 14.4 percent.

e In January 2019, the unemployment rate for women was 4.6 percent, 4.2 percent for men, and 4.4 percent
for the state. From January 1995 through December 2007 the three unemployment rates averaged 4.4
percent meaning we are returning to historical rates again.

¢ Much of the difference in unemployment rates by gender during the early 2009 to middle 2013 period is due
to the distribution of male/female employment across different industries. For example, construction was one
of the hardest hit sectors during the recession, and contributed to the higher unemployment rate for men.

e The chart unemployed as a proportion of the labor force by gender shows what proportion of the labor force
was unemployed men and women from January 2006 to January 2019. The state unemployment rate is
included for comparison, and it is the total of the two proportions.

¢ Unemployed women have generally made up a smaller portion of the labor force than unemployed men, but
women also make up a smaller portion of the total labor force. In January 2019 men made up approximately
53.9 percent of the labor force and women made up 46.1 percent. At the same time unemployed women
made up 1.9 percent of the labor force and unemployed men made up 2.3 percent.

e From January 1995 through December 2007 the proportion of unemployed women in the labor force
averaged 1.9 percent, and the proportion of unemployed men averaged 2.5 percent showing that we are
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returning to historical averages.

o Nevada Job Connect offers employment services including help with job searches, resume preparation,
interview skills, resource centers, skills assessment, proficiency testing, and training for a new job. Their
website has more information at http://www.nevadajobconnect.com/.

This workforce product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The product was created by the
recipient and does not necessarily reflect the official position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The U.S. Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or
assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of
the information or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. This product is copyrighted by the institution that created

it. Internal use by an organization and/or personal use by an individual for non-commercial purposes is permissible. All other uses require the prior authorization of
the copyright owner.
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